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CHAP,    himself with repeating such statements as he found
XXVIII
___'    suitable to his purpose in Mr. Crawford's work on
the Eastern Archipelago. The Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Mr. Goulburn, thought the session too
far advanced to admit of inquiry, and suggested its
postponement until the next. Mr. Husldsson was
for entering upon inquiry at once, as was also Mr.
Hume. Mr. Vesey Fitzgerald* and Mr. Robinson f
supported the views of the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer. Mr. Wynne lamented the continuance of
the China trade for so long a period in the hands
of the Company. Mr. Baring took an interme-
diate view between the opinions that had been
advanced by other speakers, and appeared to have
equal doubts as to the advantages and disadvantages
of any course. Sir Charles Forbes thought the
union of sovereign and merchant in the Company
disadvantageous; but added, that, objectionable and
faulty as the Company's government might be, it
was preferable to that of our colonial governments;
and he congratulated the natives of India on being
placed under the government of the Company in-
stead of the Crown. With regard to the China
inveterate enemy, I should say, banish, every free trader from
the limits of your charter, burn his ships, rifle his property, ruin
his family; you would thus only follow out your own principles,
and act consistently, if not justly."
* Afterwards Lord Fitzgerald and Vesey, and for some time
before his death, in 1843, exercising with universal respect the
powers of President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs
of India.
f Now the Earl of Bipon.